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Propo.sal #2001- Q_—Q,O (0 (Office Use Only)

PSP Cover Sheet (Attach to the front of each proposal)

Proposal Title: __Murphy Creesk Watershed Protection and Restoration-FEasibility Plan

Applicant Name: American Land Conservancy
Contact Name: Harriet Burgess A
Mailing Address: 1388 Sutter Street, Ste 810, San Francisco, CA 94109

Telephone: __ (415) 749-3010

Fax: (415) 749_3011
Email: majillalcnet.org

Amount of funding requested: §_663, 150

Some entities charge different costs dependent on the source of the funds. Ifit is different for state or federal
funds list below.

Statg cost  N/A A Federal cost  y/a

Cost share partners? w__Yes No
Identify partners and amount contributed byeach  Fast Bay Municipal Ut+ility Distriect,

Wildlands, Tnc., and Murphy Creek Landowner:s_

Indicate the Topic for which you are applymg (check only one box).

Natural Flow Regimes 0 Beyond the Riparian Corridor

Nonnative Invasive Species Local Watershed Stewardship

Channel Dynamics/Sediment Transport Environmental Education

Flood Management Special Status Species Surveys and Studies
- Shallow Water Tidal/ Marsh Habltat Fishery Monitoring, Assessment and Research
Contaminants Fish Screens
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What county or counties is the project located in? _Amador and San Joagquin

What CALFED ecozone is the project located in? See attached list and indicate number. Be as specific as
possible Eastside Delta Tributaries

Indicate the type of applicant (check only one box):

O State agency m| Federal agency
O Public/Non-profit joint venture g Non-profit

O Local government/district 0 Tribes

d  University n| Private party

O Other:




Indicate the primary species which the proposal addresses (check all that apply):

O  San Joaquin and East-side Delta tributaries fall-run chmook salmon

O  Winter-run chinook salmon O - Spring-run chinook salmon
O Late-fall run chinook salmon X Fall-run chinook salmon

O Delta smelt a Longfin smelt

O Splittail X Steelhead trout

O Green sturgeon 0 Striped bass

O . White Sturgeon a All chinook species

O Waterfowl and Shorebirds o All anadromous salmonids
0 Migratory birds = American shad

0  Other listed T/E species:

Indicate the type of project (check only one box): _

O Research/Monitoring ' a Watershed Planning

& Pilot/Demo Project w: Education

O  Full-scale Implementation '

Is this a next-phase of an ongoing project? Yes __ No_x

Have you received funding from CALFED before? Yes No_X

If yes, list project titte and CALFED number__ N/A

Have you received funding from CVPIA before? Yes No

If yes, list CYPA program providing funding, project title and CVPIA number (if applicable):

By signing below, the applicant declares the following:
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+ The truthfuiness of all representations in their proposal;

+ The individual signing the form is entitied to submit the apphcatlon on behalf of the appitcant (If the applicant is an
entity or organization); and

« The person submitting the appiication has read and understood the conﬂ|ct of mterest and confi dentlahty
discussion in the PSP (Section 2.4) and waives any and all rights to privacy and confi dentiality of. the proposal on
behalf of the applicant, to the extent as provided in the Section.

Haxrriet Burgess
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B. Executive Summary
Murphy Creek Watershed Protection and Restoration Feasibility Plan
Mokelumne River, Eastside Delta Tributaries, Amador/San J oaquin County

Submitted by:
American Land Conservancy
1388 Sutter Street, Suite 810
San Francisco, CA 94109
415 749-3010/415 749-3011/mail@alcnet.org:

Partuers:
Murphy Creek Landowners, East Bay Municipal Utilities District, Wildlands, Inc

The American Land Conservancy requests $663,150 for the development of a
feasibility plan for the preservation, restoration and enhancement of the Murphy Creek
Watershed. The Murphy Creek watershed is approximately 3,100 acres. This project is
designed to develop an implementable restoration plan that would preserve lands within
the watershed, restore in-stream salmonid spawning and rearing habitat and riparian

corridor, provide additional gravel recruitment to the Mokelumne River, and develop
alternative water supply to offset the loss of the current instream reservoirs.

Murphy Creek is a tributary of the Mokelumne River that borders Amador and
San Joaquin Counties (Figure 1). 1t enters the Mokelumne River immediately below
Camanche Dam in the Bastside Delta Tributaries Area of the CALFED Ecological
Management Zone in the Bay-Delta watershed (Figure 2/3). The land uses within the

watershed are predominately agriculture consisting mostly of cattle grazing and
vineyards, with limited low-density rural housing.

The feasibility plan will:

° Confirm local landowner interest and commitments to conservation easements;

Assess local land values and identify and secure funding for conservation

casements on watershed properties;

Develop an instream restoration design to remove 3 or more dams and restore
- approximately 24,200 linear feet of salmonid spawning habitat (Figure 4);

Design a riparian corridor re-vegetation and fencing program to enhance

streamside shading and reduce erosion and impacts from grazing; and

Develop an environmentally sound, alternative water supply to support on-going
agricultural activities,

The development of the Plan is designed to restore and enhance important
salmonid and riparian habitat, while allowing the current landowners to be able to retain
the agricultural values and land practices existing today. The development of this Plan
will lead to the implementation of CALFED ERP goals of: 1) recovering at-risk species;

2) rehabilitating ecosystem processes; 3) enhancing harvestable species; and 4) restoring
functioning habitats.
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C. Project Description

The Murphy Creek watershed currently has barriers to fish passage and loss of
riparian habitat due to adjacent agricultural needs. Murphy Creek currently has several
reservoirs within the historic creek channels that block fish passage and potential
spawning habitat, and gravel and sediment inputs into the lower Mokelumne River. The
Teservoirs are used to provide water supply for livestock and vineyard operations. Cattle
grazing also occurs within the riparian corridor that reduces the amount of riparian
vegetation and reduces water quality. In addition, the area is threatened by Increasing
urbanization and conversion to higher valued vineyards. These problems taken in total

pose a threat to the ecological integrity of the Mokelumne watershed and the current
agricultural values of the adjacent landowners.

a. Conceptual model

In order to preserve the existing open space and agricultural vahies and restore
and enhance the ecological values of the Murphy Creek watershed, this project proposes
to meet the following conceptual model objectives (Figure 5):

Confirm local landowner interest and commitments to conservation easements;
Assess local land values and identify and secure funding for conservation
casements on watershed properties to protect the current agricultural land uses;
Develop a restoration plan that would restore fish passage primarily for salmon
and steelhead spawning and rearing habitat and enhance the riparian corridor for
improved fisheries habitat, migratory bird use, and other wildlife species; and
Restore a natural source of spawning gravels to the mainstream Mokelumne
River;

Develop and design a management program that would continue to provide water

to the current land uses (grazing, grape growing) in an environmentally sound
method (off-stream water troughs, groundwater pumping, etc.).

b. Hypotheses being tested

The primary hypotheses being tested by this Plan is whether historic salmonid
spawning area can be restored through conservation easements, removal of barriers to
fish and providing alternative water sources. The direct measures include removal of
several instream reservoirs and re-vegetating riparian corridors to improve both fisheries
and niparian habitat. The in-direct measures include fencing off the riparian corridor
from grazing and providing alternative water supplies for existing agricultural activities
to protect and enhance riparian and instream fisheries habitat.

The Plan will address the CALFED goals such as:
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Goal 1 —“At-Risk Species™ The restoration plan would achieve recovery of at-risk
species dependent on the watershed above the San Francisco Estuary by increasing
fisheries habitat for endangered salmonids such as Chinook salmon and steelhead;

Goal 2 — “Ecosystem Process and Biotic Communities™: The restoration plan would

define an implementation strategy for rehabilitating the natural process of Murphy Creek
and its riparian corridor; and

Goal 3 — “Harvestable Species™ The implementation of the restoration plan would

maintain and enhance populations of harvestable species such as Chinook salmon and
Steelhead.

In addition, the Murphy Creek restoration plan would address the CALFED uncertainties
such as:

“Channel Dynamics, Sediment Transport, and Riparian Vegetation”: The restoration plan
will develop a plan to remove instream reservoirs that also act to reduce the flow of

grave] within the stream. It is estimated that approximately 57,400 linear feet of stream
chanpel will be made available for gravel transport; and

“Beyond the Riparian Corridor”: This project will also develop a protection and
enhancement plan for the riparian areas which will work with the adjacent agricultural
activities such as cattle grazing to improve the riparian habitat for the benefit of both the
in-stream habitat (fish, invertebrates) and the riparian species such as neotropical birds
and other important wildlife. The project will educate firture efforts to coordinate

economically viable agricultural operations such as grazing and vineyards with
ecosystem protections. ‘

c. Adaptive Management

The Murphy Creek plan is designed to lead to full-scale implementation of a
watershed protection and restoration project. There is substantial scientific understanding
regarding the benefits of removing obstacles to fish passage (American Rivers, 2000),
restoring natural geomorphic processes to stream systems (Mount, 1997), and protecting
and enhancing riparian corridors (Geupel, 1998, Platts, 1982). In addition, substantial
recent work has been done to show how riparian and stream systems can work in concert
with on-going agricultural activities (Rinne, 1989;Macon, 1999).

As shown in the Conceptual Model, the Murphy Creek Watershed Protection and
Restoration Plan will study the site challenges and opportunities and adjust the
conceptual model to develop a final plan. For example, the removal of in-stream
reservoirs is designed to increase fish passage and increase habitat for spawning, and
increase the flow of gravel and sediment into the Mokelumne River. However, the
particular physical parameters at the site of each reservoir will determine the type of
additional restoration work or channel modifications, if any, which will be needed to
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the river approximately 200 meters downstream of the dam. Historically,

restore the natural geomorphic processes to the stream system to maximize fisheries
migration and sediment transport. Thus the restoration plan will identify all the necessary
design specifications and quantify the costs to restore the watershed system.

d. Educational Objectives

‘The Murphy Creek protection and restoration plan can help educate future CALFED
projects regarding the benefits that upper elevation watersheds play to fish migration and
riparian corridors. Removal of the instream reservoirs should also provide information
regarding the benefits of ephanced sediment transport and budgets from upper elevation

watersheds. In addition, this project will show how agricultural practices can work in
concert with ecosystem protection and enhancement.

2. Proposed Scope of Work
a Location and/or Geographic Boundaries of the Project

The Murphy Creek watershed is a tributary to the Mokelumne River, which is
located along the northern banks of the Mokelumne just below Camanche Dam. The
Murphy Creek watershed borders Amador and San J oaquin Counties. Itis located in the
Eastside Delta Tributaries, Mokelumne River Ecolo gical Management Zone Area in the
Bay-Delta Watershed. The Plan is designed to encompass the entire watershed with
specific restoration actions (removal of reservoirs and fencing of riparian corridors) in

and along the main stem and tributaries to Murphy Creek. The coordinates are Northing
4,235,487, Easting 673,486 (UTM, NAD 1927, Zone 10).

b. Approach

The lower Mokelumne River is a heavily managed, eastside tributary to the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. The river supports a wide variety of plant and animal
life, including at least 36 fish species. Native anadromous fish include fall-run chinook
salmon, steelhead trout and Pacific lamprey. Camanche Dam, constructed in 1964, has
blocked native anadromous salmonids from an estimated 80% of historical spawning
habitat, Mitigation for the project included the construction of the Mokelumne River
Fish Hat¢hery and the management of the reservoir’s cold water pool storage for the
resources of the lower river. East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD), owner and
operator of Camanche Dam have long been concerned with the protection and
enhancement of the river’s resources. This has culminated into several monitoring and

restoration programs on the lower river in cooperation with several state, federal and
local agencies as well as private landowners.

Murphy Creek is a tributary to the lower Mokelumne River. This creek drains
over 3,100 acres of farmed and grazed lands to the north of Camanche Dam and enters

this creek was



most likely ephemeral but presently has consistent flow from several sources mncluding
seepage from Camanche Dam and agricultural irrigation. The creek can be flashy with as
much as 800 to 1,000 cfs (16 - 20% of Camanche flood flow) released into the
Mokelumne River. Historical data collected by the California Department of Fish and
Game suggests anadromous salmonids may use the creek for one or more of their life
stages during some years. Numerous water projects have been developed on Murphy
Creek agricultural use. Prior to construction of the stockponds on the main channel of

Murphy Creek landowners frequently observed adult salmon in the creek (Sparrowk pers.
Comm.) :

Several factors influence the health of an anadromous stream. Clean gravel and
boulders provide habitat for diatoms, algae, and aquatic macroinvertebrates, the main
food source of the river’s fauna. Furthermore, this material is the prime spawning habitat
for steelhead, chinook salmon, Pacific lamprey and a variety of other non-anadromous
fish. Dams and reservoirs effectively block the production and migration of this bed
material from the upper watershed. Human activities within the watershed and along the
stream corridor, such as road construction, farming, grazing and vegetation removal add
fine sediments and elevate the nutrient load of anadromous streams. This may impact the
organisms within the stream by reducing oxygen, elevating water temperatures within the
substrate or firitating the breathing structures of many aquatic organisms, rendering
historic spawning areas useless in some cases. Pesticide and other chemical runoff from

agricultural and domestic use can reduce the effectiveness of a fish’s immune system or
reduce the reproductive success of many organisms.

The Murphy Creek Protection and Restoration Plan approach will focus primarily
on three components: 1} watershed protection through conservation easements; 2)
developing design/build level instream and riparian restoration and enhancement plans;
and 3) identifying and designing alternative water supply facilities for adjacent
agricultural land uses. The development of the Plan will involve multiple stakeholders

including the American Lands Conservancy, Wildlands, Inc., Bast Bay Municipal Utility
District, and several local private landowners.

The watershed protection planning approach will require developing an
economically viable method to ensure that existing landowners will receive fair-market
value for ensuring the long-term protection of watershed lands from threats from

urbanization and non-compatible agriculturally practices. The American Land
Conservancy will work with local landowners to:

1) Develop draft 1and use and conservation easement agreements from local
landowners; .

2) Contract for and review land appraisals for appropriate properties; and

3) Identify and contact potential funding sources to acquire the conservation
easements.

It is recognized that implementation of the restoration and enhancement plans are
dependent upon assuring the long-term preservation of watershed properties,
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The approach to developing the watershed restoration and enhancement plan will
focus on:

1) Assessing and inventorying the current status of the resource;

2) Identifying a target list of species for restoration and enhancement focus;

3) Developing methods and desien/build level plans for restoring the target species
(e.g., removal of fish barriers to improve fish passage); and

4) Identifying and developing methods to address threats from non-native species.

The restoration and enhancement efforts will focus on both instream habitat and
the riparian corridors, along with overall land use on watershed lands. Wildlands, Inc.

will work in cooperation with the East Bay Municipal Utility District and the landowners
to assess existing conditions and develop the restoration plans.

Finally, Wildlands, Inc. working in cooperation with East Bay Municipal Utility
District and the landowners will develop alternative water supply options to

accommodate the loss of the reservoirs. The development of alternative water supnly
will require:

1) Assessing current water supply and projected use;

2) Identifying and assessing the feasibility of alternative water supply facilities such
as groundwater pumping; and

3) Designing and costing the potential water supply facilities.

All planning for the implementation of the restoration and enhancement of the
instream and riparian efforts, along with alternative water supplies, will identify potential
opportunities for landowners to perform the work (e.g., fencing, tree planting, weed
control, maintaining water supply equipment, etc.). In addition, a basic monitoring plan

will be developed to determine the level of success for the target species, habitat, and
sediment budget.

c. Monitoring and Assessment Plans

The development of an overall monitoring program will be included in the Plan,
but actual monitoring will not take place in this phase of the project.

d. Data Handling and Storage

The data will be handled, stored and used in ARC-View, AutoCAD, Word and
Excel programs. This information will be made available to the appropriate funding
entities and will also be included in the appendix sections of the Final Plan. This data has
the capability to be shared through all appropriate digital and hard copy formats.
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e. Expected Products/Qutcomes

The Murphy Creek Watershed Protection and Restoration Plan is designed to
result In an implementable final plan for both long-term protection of the important
watershed lands and detailed, design-level plans for restoring and enhancing fisheries and
riparian habitat. The Plan will also include means and methods to provide alternative

water supplies to enable the existing agricultural activities to continue in this area.

The Plan is also designed to document the benefits resulting from the
implementation of the project. Thus, it is hoped that this Plan will result in the funding of
its implementation. In addition, many of the implementation activities will be able to be
undertaken by the local landowners (e. g., fencing, weed control, etc.) and may be able to
be implemented before full funding becomes available.

Work Schedule

The project is expected to begin work in Spring of 2001 and should take

approximately nine months to complete. Thus, the finished report should be available in
late fall of 2001 or early 2002.

As described in Approach section, the three components of the watershed plan
should take approximately:

1 Protection through conservation easement — 9 months;
2) Restoration and enhancement plan — 9 months;
3) Alternative water supplies — 4 months.

£ Feasibility

The success of any watershed protection effort is based primarily on the
willingness of participants to work to gether toward the same goals and the size and
complexity of the issues that need to be addressed. In the case of the Murphy Creek
Watershed the local landowners, notably the three major landowners (EBMUD and two
private landowners) whose lands cncompass a major percentage of the Creek and its
tributaries, have expressed a strong desire to protect the lands in their current agricultural
uses (see attached letters). Murphy Creek also offers the unique opportunity to make
modifications to the existing stream system that would substantial improve fisheries
passage and habitat. The removal of impediments to fish passages such as dams and
reservolrs have proven to be highly successful in other areas of the country. Efforts to
restore and enhance riparian habitat through both re-vegetation and the removal of
grazing pressure from stream corridors have also proven to be highly successful in
restoring riparian density and productivity.
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The nine-month timeline envisioned to develop the plan should be more than

sufficient to identify the opportunities and constraints to protection and restoration, and
developed design level solutions.
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D. Applicability to CALFED ERP Goals and Implementation Plan and CVPIA
Priorities

1. ERP Goals and CVPIA Priorities.

The development of this Plan will lead to the stated objectives of the Ecosystem
Restoration Strategic Goals in the following ways:

. Recovering at-risk species spawning habitat for fall-run Chinook salmon and
Steelhead ;

. Rehabilitating ecosystem processes by restoring inchannel flow, gravel
recruitment to the Mokelumne River, and native riparian vegetation;

. Enhancing harvestable fish species such as the fall-run chinook salmon and
steelhead; and

. Restoring functioning habitats such as free flowing stream systems and native

riparian habitat to support neotropical birds and other important wildlife species.

In addition, this Plan should, if implemented, assist in achieving the CVPIA goal
of doubling natural production of anadromous fish.

2. Relationship to Other Ecosystem Restoration Projects.

This Plan will assist in helping to implement the overall goals of the Lower
Mokelumne River Watershed Stewardship Plan and various projects implemented by
East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD). The Lower Mokelumne River Watershed
Stewardship project received CALFED funding to develop a watershed plan. The final
plan has not been completed, however this Plan would assist in achieving many of the
goals and objectives that have been identified through that effort.

EBMUD, owner and operator of Camanche Dam has long been concerned with
the protection and enhancement of the river’s resources. This has culminated into several

monitoring and restoration programs on the lower river in cooperation with several state,
federal and local agencies as well as private landowners.

EBMUD, in conjunction with federal and state resources agencies, have place
approximately 9,500 cubic yards of suitable spawning gravel] adjacent to or within 6
miles downstream of Murphy Creek, the prime spawning area for salmon and steelhead.

‘Staff have changed livestock management in riparian areas, removed highly erosive roads

and planted native trees and grasses to reduce fine sediment, water temperatures and

increase bank stability in heavily used areas. The District has also changed its practices
of pest management within the watershed.

EBMUD is concerned that future water development on Murphy Creek does not
result in increased fine sediment, water temperature, and decreased water in the creek and

10
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the lower Mokelumne River. These impacts could potentially jeopardize the restoration
projects underway in the system.

3. Request for Next-Phase Funding.

Not applicable to this grant proposal.

4, Previous Recipients of CALFED and CVIA Funding.

Not applicable to this grant proposal.

5. System-Wide Ecosystem Benefits

This project has the potential to provide a number of synergistic, system-wide
ecosystem benefits to the Mokelumne river and watershed basin. For example, EBMUD
has been involved in attempting to restore gravels for salmonid spawning habitat below
Camanche Dam to compensate for the lost of larger sediment sources. Restoring the
natural geomorphic processes to Murphy Creek, by removing the instream reservoirs,
will increase the larger sediment load flowing into the Mokelumne River immediately
below the Dam. In addition, the need for more salmonid spawning habitat would be
improved by removing barriers to fish passages that exist on Murphy Creek. The
removal of the several main stem reservoirs will create an additional 24,200 linear feet of
potential spawning habitat within Murphy Creek. Development of a protection and
restoration plan will assist in implementing the goals of the Lower Mokelumne River

Watershed Stewardship Plan and may serve as a model for other smaller sub-watershed
units within the watershed. |

11
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E. Qualifications

American Land Conservancy

The American Land Conservancy will be the project lead and will assess local
land values and identify and secure funding for conservation easements on watershed
properties to protect the current agricultural land uses. The American Lands Conservancy
1s national, private, non-profit organization. ALC works in close partnership with
communities, private landowners, local land trusts, public land agencies, and elected
officials to create effective conservation solutions for threatened land and water
IESOUrces.

Wildlands, Inc.

Wildlands, Inc. will be the project lead in performing a reconnaissance study of
existing natural resources, in cooperation with EBMUD, and will design the proposed
habitat restoration and enhancement plan. Wildlands, Inc. is a private habitat restoration
and land management entity, which specializes in wetland, riparian corridor, and
endangered species habitat restoration and preservation. Wildlands has successfully

completed restoration and enhancement projects in the Delta and Central Valley habitats
such as:

. Kimball Island: Restore and enhance shaded aquatic riverine and plaustrine
emergent marsh in the western Delta;
. Sheridan Mitigation Bank: Restore and created riparian, plaustrine emergent

marsh, open water, and vernal pool habitats, along with burrowing owl and Valley
Elderberry Longhorn Beetle habitat;

° Dolan Ranch: Protect and enhance giant garter snake habitat, vernal pools,
seasonal wetlands, annual grasslands, and burrowing owl and Swainson’s hawk;
and

. Orchard Creek: Protect and enhance vernal pool and swale habitat, along with

native grasslands.

Murphy Creek Watershed Landowners

The local landowners will work cooperatively on all aspects of the program. The
Murphy Creek Landowners Working Group is comprised of several majority landowners
that have agreed to work cooperative with the American Land Conservancy, Wildlands,
and EBMUD in the planning, design and future implementation of this program. The
landowners have agreed to work cooperatively in developing long-term protection
agreements on the property. In addition, much of the “hands-on” restoration may be
implemented by the landowners themselves. Restoration and enhancement activities
such as fencing the riparian areas, vegetation replanting, and maintaining alternative

i2
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water supply facilities (e.g., groundwater pumps, troughs, etc.) could be done very
efficiently and competently by the existing ranchers and growers.

East Bay Municipal Water District

East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) has agreed to assist in the
watershed resource evaluation and mapping effort. EBMUD may also provide
equipment, materials and funding for projects aimed at reducing impacts associated with
niparian use. This includes livestock fencing materials, alternative watering sources,
plant and seed for bank stabilization and shading as well as the technical assistance
necessary to effectively use these resources to minimize impacts. EBMUD looks forward
to working with riparian water users to find mutual solutions to problems faced by the
user, riparian landowner and the natural resources entrusted to all within the watershed.

EBMUD, owner and operator of Camanche Dam has Jong been concerned with
the protection and enhancement of the river’s resources. This has culminated into several

monitoring and restoration programs on the lower river in cooperation with several state,
federal and local agencies as well as private landowners.

13
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E. Cost

1. Budget

The American Land Conservancy is requesting $663,150 from CALFED. The
budget for the Murphy Creek Feasibility Study is almost equally divided between the

efforts to protect the watershed through conservation easements and the actual restoration
design for the watershed.

The etforts to coordinate landowners, draft conservation easements, assess land
values, negotiate draft purchase agreements, and confirm final commitments to easements
1s estimated to cost $340,944. The effort to assist in the protection efforts, map existing
watershed conditions, develop plans to remove the dams and restore riparjan habitat,
develop alternative water supplies and budget the costs for restoration is $322,206. The

inkind services and cash contributions will be used to offset additional study and plan
costs.

2. Cost Sharing

East Bay Municipal Water District (EBMUD) and the Woodbridge River
Company have agreed to provide in-kind services and monies to the protection and
restoration plan efforts. EBMUD has agreed to provide approximately $44,000 worth of
services to the project (see Table 2). These efforts will include Geographic Information

System (GIS) mapping, fisheries and invertebrate sampling, laboratory and data analysis,
and report development.

The Woodbridge River Company is providing a cash contribution of $5,000.

14
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G. Local Involvement

Those with a potential interest in this project include adjacent private landowners,
government agencies, agricultural business groups, county-level agencies, local schools,
and non-profit organizations. Many affected parties have already been contacted and will
continue to be contacted. The Murphy Creek Watershed partners have received a very

positive response to the planned restoration effort, as noted in the attached letters of
support.

The majority of the watershed property owners have been contacted and are very
supportive of this effort (see attached letters). Both the San Joaquin County and Amador
County Board of Supervisors have been notified (see attached). In addition, agricultural
business interests and the local Congressional representative has been contacted.

The following groups and organizations have been contacted and/or consulted
regarding the proposed restoration effort:

. East Bay Municipal Utility District is both landowner and a willing participant

in the effort and is supportive of salmoid restoration and geomorphic efforts to
restore g sediment source to the Mokelumne River;

. California Rangeland Trust has been contacted and is supportive of the project
since it strives to maintain grazing activities on the land,
° Congressman Richard Pombo Office has been contacted and is supportive of

efforts to retain viable agriculturally activities such as vineyards and grazing
while protecting private property rights;

. Lodi Wine Growers Association is supportive of maintaining productive
vineyards in an environmentally friendly manner.

Finally, if the property is put into conservation easement allowing for on going
agriculturally activities, there should be no net loss in tax revenue due to local
governments. In addition, as the salmon restoration produces more fish, local businesses
(boat, fuel, foed, sundries, etc) should see an increase in revenue, yielding an increase in

sales tax collected, as well as increases in business-related income and business/personal
taxes. :

15
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H. Compliahce with Standard Terms and Conditions

The American Land Conservancy agrees to comply with the standard terms and
conditions as set forth in the CALFED 2001 Proposal Solicitation Package. ALC has

reviewed and understands the standard terms for both the State and Federal granting
conditions.

The American Land Conservancy is partnering with a number of different entities
to perform this effort and thus assumes that these entities are partners, rather than

subcontractors, and thus are not subject to the competitive bid process. All the work of
the partners is shown within this proposal.

16
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J. Threshold Requirements

The following lists the appendix items that have been included to address the CALFED
Grant threshold requirements:

1. Letter of Local Government Notification for Amador and San J oaquin Counties;
2. Permission Letters from Landowners to Access the Properties

(Note: EBMUD is a project partner and thus did not submit an Access Letter);
CALFED Environmental Checklist; _

CALFED Land Use Checklist;
Nondiscrimination Form
Standard Form 424/Non-construction Budget Form

O bh s

Others:

Letters of Support

Murphy Creek Property Owners “Mission Statement”;
Lodi News Article “Ranchers have plan to save salmon”;
Woodbridge River Company Letter;

Pictures of blackberry growth instream.

e e
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